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The Lancet group is dedicated to the furtherance of 
respiratory and critical care medicine, and both journals 
oﬀ er a fast-track publication process in which papers can 
be published online in as little as 20 days from submission. 
These papers can also be highlighted in author podcasts 
on The Lancet website.  Both journals share a dedicated 
assistant editor team who subedit papers after acceptance 
and thoroughly check data, ﬁ gures, and tables. All Lancet 
journals also beneﬁ t from having in-house illustrators and 
production editors who can redraw ﬁ gures and help to 
ensure the data are presented clearly. 
Please submit your paper via our online submission 
system, mentioning this call for papers in your covering 
letter. We also welcome pre-submission enquiries. If you 
are presenting your research at the European Respiratory 
Society meeting, please let us know and we can time 
publication to your presentation. The deadline for 
submissions is July 1, 2015. We look forward to reading 
your research that will change the future landscape of 
respiratory diseases.
*Emma Grainger, Sabine Kleinert
The Lancet Respiratory Medicine, London, EC2Y 5AS, UK (EG); and 
The Lancet, London, EC2Y 5AS, UK (SK) 
emma.grainger@lancet.com
In just under 5 months’ time, the aspiration for the next 
15 years of development eﬀ orts will be signed oﬀ  at the 
UN General Assembly in New York, USA. These Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) are already at an advanced 
stage of drafting—17 ambitious goals and 169 targets 
(panel), which have been criticised even by the UN General 
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Panel: Proposed Sustainable Development Goals
Goal 1
End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Goal 2
End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, 
and promote sustainable agriculture
Goal 3
Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages
Goal 4
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all
Goal 5
Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 6
Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all
Goal 7
Ensure access to aﬀ ordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern 
energy for all
Goal 8
Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment, and decent work for all
Goal 9
Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialisation, and foster innovation
Goal 10
Reduce inequality within and among countries
Goal 11
Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, 
and sustainable
Goal 12
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
Goal 13
Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
Goal 14
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine 
resources for sustainable development
Goal 15
Protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertiﬁ cation, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss
Goal 16
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all, and build 
eﬀ ective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at all levels
Goal 17
Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the 
global partnership for sustainable development
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Secretary for being too voluminous.1 Amid this multitude 
of outcomes, those pertaining to health are reduced from 
three Millennium Development Goals to one SDG. What 
does this mean for global health research?
It means an opportunity. As we concern ourselves with 
the prominence of health in the new agenda, it’s easy 
to forget that (human) development is by deﬁ nition 
people-centred, and that living a long, healthy, and 
creative life is its cornerstone.2 The expansion of the new 
goals to encompass many (if not all3) of the enablers of 
an enriched life, for our generation and for those that 
follow, represents an opportunity to lift ourselves out 
of the silos we so decry and to embrace other disciplines 
that underlie the purpose of our own.
As the SDGs, in whatever ﬁ nal form they take, 
are unveiled in September, 2015, The Lancet and 
The Lancet Global Health will begin to curate a special 
issue on sustainable development, to be published 
in April, 2016. As part of this special issue, we seek 
original research articles that cross two or more of the 
key disciplines of the SDGs: poverty, nutrition, health, 
education, economics, gender equality, water and 
sanitation, energy, urban planning, conservation, and 
climate change. Multidisciplinary authorship is a must. 
The deadline is Sept 15, 2015, and submissions should 
be made online. 
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